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Dr. George A. Hench (cf. Mod. Lang. 
Notes, vol. v, p. 223) has been promoted to an 
Assistant Professorship of Germanic Philology 
in the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor). 

Dr. Sylvester Primer, of Colorado College 
(see Mod. Lang. Notes, vol. v, p. 222), is now 
Professor of the Teutonic Languages at the 
University of Texas, Austin, Texas. 

Mr. Howard N. Ogden is now Professor of 
English at the West Virginia University (Mor- 
gantown, W. Va.) where during the last year 
he was Assistant in English ; for the two pre- 
ceding years, Mr. Ogden held the office of 
Principal of the West Virginia College. 

Mr. Herbert Eveleth Greene, of the 
Cathedral School of St. Paul (Garden City, L. 
I.), has been appointed Professor of English at 
Wells College (Aurora, N. Y.). 



OBITUARY. 

JOSEPH ROUMANILLE. 

The death of Joseph Roumanille at Avi- 
gnon, on May 24th, of the current year, brings 
to mind more the part he played in the revival 
of Provencal literature, than his activity as an 
author. Born at Saint-Remy in the depart- 
ment of Bouches-du-Rhone, August 8th, 1S1S, 
he went to school at Tarascon and afterwards 
was enrolled as instructor in an institution at 
Avignon. Already he had poetical aspirations. 
The' story is told that, intending to express his 
thoughts in French, he encountered an obstacle 
in his mother, to whom he wished to repeat 
his verses and who did not understand that 
tongue. And so through filial affection he re- 
mained a Provencal. His first collection of 
poems was published in 1849, under the title of 
' li Margarideto ' (' Daisies '). Their graceful 
and simple style attracted at once to Rou- 
manille the patriotic feeling already aroused 
by Jasmin. The following year the revolution 
of 1848 excited to active participation the reli- 
gious and political sympathies of the poet and 
he appeared, this time in prose, to which he 
gave the form and content of Socratic dialogue, 
as a stout defender of the old dynasty and a firm 
opponent of the incipient socialism of the time. 
The success of these dialogues picturing the 
life of the peasant and abounding in mother- 
wit, written from day to day for the journal la 
Commtme, of Avignon, was immediate and 
lasting. 

Roumanille was by nature a man of action. 
He had already gained authority among his 



countrymen by his writings, when he con- 
ceived the notion of exerting his influence in 
uniting the local authors in a movement, which 
should have in view the revival of Provencal 
as a literary language. As in the time of the 
Plelade, a school became the centre of this 
revival. Among the pupils of Roumanille 
were Matthieu and Mistral, the Ronsard 
of this Renaissance. A collection of poems, 
' li Prouvencalo ' (1852), to which Aubanel 
also contributed, announced the beginning of 
their work. Close on this publication came 
the congresses of Aries (1852) and of Aix (1853), 
and finally on May 21st, 1854, in the castle of 
Font-Segugne, near Avignon, was founded 
the Felibrige, that Academy of South France. 
Beside the four poets already named, Tavan, 
Jean Brunet and Paul Giera were among 
the charter members. In 1855 Roumanille, 
who had already for some years been a proof- 
reader, became himself a bookseller and pub- 
lisher. In that year he originated and printed 
the official organ of the Felibres, the 'Armana 
prouvencau,' an annual almanach, where me- 
teorology gives place to literature, and where 
are to be found the best productions of the 
authors of Provence. From his press have 
come, also, the most notable single works in 
Provencal. 

The literary activity of Roumanille did not 
diminish under the demands of business. Be- 
j sides his collaboration in the 'Armana,' he has 
I published separate volumes. In ' lis Oubreto 
'• en vers ' (1864) he brings together Christmas 
carols and narratives of human emotions. His 
prose, which is generally in the form of stories 
and sketches, deals with the beliefs, traditions 
and legends of his people, and has been quite 
generally translated into French, notably by 
Paul Arene and Daudet. Most readers of 
the latter have not forgotten ' le Cure de Cu- 
cugnan ' of the ' Lettres de 111011 Moulin.' The 
best collection of these stories of Roumanille 
is perhaps ' li Conte prouvencau e li Cascar- 
eleto ' (1884). In the last few years of his life, 
Roumanille was the official head of the Feli- 
brige. 

Roumanille was fortunate enough to live 
to see the success of the movement he started, 
a success which, without much doubt, exceeded 
his most sanguine expectations. From the 
degradation of a patois, Provencal has risen to 
the position of a language in honorable use. 
Through it have been communicated to the 
world many excellent works and, in poetry, 
1 some master-pieces. Its revival has incited 
J also to the scientific study of language and ex- 
tended the field of dialect research ; and in 
all its period of prosperity, the principles which 
inspired its chief promoter, religion and pat- 
riotism, have remained its leading characteris- 
tics. 

F. M. Warren. 
i Adelbert College. 



223 



